Geography of Wales – National Parks

Teacher Notes

Overview

This resource is meant as an introduction to looking at National Parks (one aspect of the Geography of Wales) and is best used as the start of a larger unit of work or stimulus for initial discussion on the theme of National Parks.

It focuses on the following questions found within the KS2 Geography Curriculum ‘range’ –

· Where is this place / environment?

· What is it like and why?

· What is happening and why?

· How is this place the same as or different from other places / environments?

· How have people affected this environment?

Each screen has a pop up information box explaining the activity in each case.  Additional ideas and thoughts for each part of the resource can be found below

Activities

What do you already know?

This screen can be used to introduce the topic and collect initial thoughts.  The pen tool can be used to pool together class thoughts following a discussion between groups or tables (all 3 questions could be looked at by the class or you may decide to split the questions up between groups who could mind map their ideas on a large piece of paper).

What makes a National Park?

A simple drag and drop activity to consider common features of a National Park.  It is worth asking pupils why they have chosen certain features.  The ‘post it’ note feature is a useful way of pupils adding to the list from their own experiences and thoughts.

The ‘?’ button reveals a definition of a National Park for support and to compare against class opinions.

Where are these places?
The camera icons can be used to show a number of pictures taken at each National Park (all pictures © Photolibrarywales.com).

It would be a good idea to use whiteboard pen tools (or even post it notes) to highlight other useful locations on the map e.g. your own village, town, city.

The photos could also be used to discuss any possible similarities and differences between North and South Wales.  ‘Stereotypical’ opinions of each area of Wales could also be addressed e.g. is ‘Industrial’ South Wales all industrial, is North Wales ‘rural’?

What are these places like and why?
This activity would run just as well on pc / laptops or in an ICT suite as well as on a whiteboard.  Simple GIS can be introduced by using the tabs next to the map.  Pupils can record their findings in their own way or use the downloadable worksheet to address the questions on screen.

Web links to the main websites for each National Park are also given.  These contain a wide range of additional information but some support may need to be given to pupils as the sites are aimed at the general public and not children in particular.

How are people affecting this environment?

This activity outlines an actual event in the Brecon Beacons National Park from 2006-7.  Aimed at upper KS2 pupils, it encourages debate and argument over what is considered acceptable development to an area – who it benefits, who it affects, etc.
Groups can consider the main arguments for and against the development and a class vote can be carried out before using the ‘?’ button to reveal what really happened.

This activity would work well if you had a ‘development’ planned in your area (perhaps a new shopping area, car park, school, road, etc.) to compare against.

Some National Parks From Around the World

This is a simple ‘hotspot’ screen giving brief details of some other well known National Parks around the World.  You could discuss whether the criteria for making them Parks would be the same as for those in Wales or get groups to research these Parks in more detail.
